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Detailed Action 
Examiner's Amendment 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Greg Vickers on 1 1-15-05. 

The application has been amended as follows: 
Claim 20. An air reversing device for maintaining a desired temperature in an already 
completed section of a heating flue in a coke-oven battery during the construction or 
repair of a non-completed section port i on of the heating flue above the completed 
section, said reversing device comprising: at least one air passage tube and a cover 
plate , said cover plate being configured to wh i ch separate the completed section from 
the non-completed section portion , said at least one air passage directing heating gases 
from the completed section of one heating flue to another heating flue. 
Claim 24. An air reversing device for maintaining a desired temperature in an already 
completed section of a heating flue in a coke-oven battery during the construction or 
repair of a non-completed section port i on of the heating flue above the completed 
section , the already completed section having a plurality of flues, said reversing device 
comprising: an air passage tube having an inlet in fluid communication with a first flue of 
the plurality of flues and an outlet in fluid communication with a second flue of the 
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plurality of flues, and a cover plate which along with said tube separates the completed 
section from the non-completed section portion , said passage tube directing the heating 
gases from the first flue to the second flue. 

Allowable Subject Matter 
2. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: with respect to claims 10 and 28, US 5092765 to Wahlfeld teaches the claimed 
method except for the use of an air reversing device. Instead Wahlfeld teaches the use 
of a cover plate (10). US 41 1 1756 to Lagemann et al is directed to a methods and 
means of heating up chambers in coking batteries and teaches an air reversing device 
(1 1 ) and in particular to a method of heating partially completed portions of coke 
oven walls while they are being rebuilt. It would not have been obvious to have used 
the air reversing device (1 1 ) of Lagemann et al instead of the cover plate (1 0) used by 
Wahlfeld. The air reversing device of Lagemann et al is used to heat reconstructed 
coke oven walls after said oven walls are completed. In particular, the device of 
Lagemann et al (11) is integrated into coke oven battery doors (Col 2, lines 58-61). 
Since reconstruction of coke oven walls must occur at an ambient temperature, the air 
reversing device of Lagemann et al (1 1 ) is only used after total completion of work since 
said air reversing device is intended to heat up the entire newly constructed coke oven 
chamber to a temperature of 850F (Col 2, lines 23-28). Therefore, Lagemann et al 
teaches away from the heating a coke oven chamber while it is being rebuilt and does 
not remedy the deficiencies of Wahlfeld. Claims 11-19 and 29-31 depend on claims 10 
and 28. 
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With respect to claim 20 and 24, the closest prior art to Lagemann et al teaches 
an air reversing the device, but the device is not capable of maintaining a desired 
temperature in an already completed section of a heating flue in a coke-oven battery 
during the construction or repair of a non-completed section of the heating flue above 
the completed section. In particular, the air reversing device disclosed by Lagemann et 
al is designed to heat flue walls of coking oven afferthe flue wall has been completely 
restored. The air reversing device of Lagemann et al is built into coke oven doors and 
cannot heat parts of the coking oven chamber, and said flue walls. Claims 21-23, and 
25-27 depend on the allowed claims. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Alex Wachtel whose telephone number is 571-272- 
1455. The examiner can normally be reached on 10:30am to 6:30pm. If attempts to 
reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Mr. 
Glenn Caldarola, can be reached at (571 )-272- 1444. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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Supervisory Patent Examiner 
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